
Q :I HAD MY motorcycle insurance 
through a different company than 
my auto insurer, paying $50D/year 
for that coverage. Last year, whiIe 

doing an insurance "check up" with my 
auto/home insurance agent (Allstate), she 
told me &at if T insured my motorcycle 
with them, I did not need to carry Unin- 
sured Motorists coverage on my motor- 
cycle policy, as the Uninsured Motorists 
coverage of my auto policy would cover 
me. I bit, as $500/yearis not insignificant. 
Last month, when doing another "check 
up" with the same agent, she informed me 
I am not covered on my hike, unless I tack 
the Uninsured Motorists coverage on my 
auto policies, at significant extra cost. 

But I can find nothing in the policy's 
fine print that expressly states my auto 
policy Uninsured Motorists coverage eov- 
ers me on my bike. My fear is that that I 
am not covered, and my agent is up-sell- 
ing me on my auto policy while steering 
me away from the inherently greater risk 
of a high pay-out if I were to carry, and 
have a claim against, Uninsured Motorists 
coverage on my motorcycle policy. 

I * .  
Torn-Huse 

< .  w Orlando, FL 

Tom, the fil-st tule of insurance cover- 
age is to m d  your policy. Your initial 
assessment is correct, the policy only pro- 
vides coverage for bodily injury or prop- 
erfy datnage that is spec$cally described 
in the policy language. If your loss or  
damage does not fit within the description 
following the "We (Allstate) will pay.. . " 
language, it will not be covered. Similarly, 
if your loss or damage j i ts within the 
definition of a covered bss, but is 
subsequcnty listed in the "exclusions " 
section, ir will not Be a covered loss. 

Generally, u n i ~ z s u r e e r d  cov- 
erage '~ullows you" and provides insur- 
ance for any vehicle- related injury caused 
by any uninsured or underinsured driver 
you are a driver, pawnger, or pedestrian, 
nor is it relevant that you are not in the 
vehicle insured under yoarrpa/icy. 

The most common exception is that the 
policy will nod provide coverage when you 
are in a vehicle that you own but do not 
insure with the same company. The key to 
your question lies in rhe laraguuge ofthe 
policies that currently coveryour car and 
your motorcycle. 

Although I have refireneed both "unia- 
sured" and "underinsured" motorist 

coverage, the distinction is inzportulzt, 
because in many states "uninsured" oniy 
covers injuries received when you get bib 
by somebody who has no insurance. But it 
is more likely you will get hit by someone 
who has some insurance, but only the 
minimum required by law. For t h a ~  you 
need "umderhsured" (as opposed to unin- 
mred) motorist coverage ifyour state does 
not combine the two. 

Bodturn kine: You cm't  count on any- 
thing in your auto insurance policy to .. 
cover you when you are riding your motor- 
cycle, unless the motorcycle and auto are 
both insured d e r  the same policy. 
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any action and should not rely on the 
information in this column. 


