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Uninsured, Underinsured Coverage 
egarding the rider found to be 
at fault, so no medical bills were 
paid by the ambulance compa-

ny's insurance (MCN 5/19}.1f the rider 
had uninsured/underinsured cover
age, could he have made a claim with 
his own motorcycle insurance for his 
physical Injuries? 

-Dominick DeSiato 

The most important personal coverage 
on your insurance policy is uninsured 
and underinsured motorist coverage. 
Motorcycle passengers can also collect 
uninsured or underinsured motorist 
coverage from their own personal insur
ance policy. Drivers do not typically pur
chase insurance policy limits that would 
cover the medical treatment arising from 
the catastrophic injuries that occur in 
motorcycle crashes. 

Few riders understand that their own 

motorcycle liability policy limit only cov
ers other persons who may be injured 
because of something the rider does. 

Uninsured and underinsured motorist 
coverage pays the rider and passenger 
for their losses to the extent that the oth
er driver either does not have insurance 
or has inadequate insurance. 

Unfortunately, neither uninsured nor 
underinsured motorist coverage will pay 
for injuries to the motorcycle operator if 
he is found at fault for causing the crash. 
In that situation, the only policy cover
age that will pay for medical treatment 
arising from injuries sustained by the 
rider is "medical payments." 

The amount of medical payments 
coverage varies depending upon how 
much coverage the policy holder (the 
motorcyclist) purchases from his insur
ance agent. The coverage amount is usu
ally anywhere from $500 to $25,000. 

Some insurance companies allow you 
to purchase higher limits. Medical pay
ments coverage is payable to you even 
if you are the one who is found to be at 
fault in the crash. 

If the rider is only partially at fault in 
causing the crash, he may be able to seek 
payment both from the other driver's 
insurance and through his own unin
sured/ underinsured motorist coverage. 

In the few states which follow the doc
trine of"pure" comparative negligence, 
the law may allow the rider to collect 
from the other driver even if the rider 
is more at fault than the vehicle driver. 
The collectible amount is reduced by the 
percentage of the damage assigned to 
the injured rider. 
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