
• Motorcycle Justice 

MY 1970 HONDA CL-350 K2 
was stolen two weeks ago from 
my front yard. Although most 
bikes that old would be worth 

almost nothing, mine was pristine. I bought 
it when I spotted it in a neighbor's garage 
three years ago. It was still in the bands of 
its original owner, wbo no longer rode. I 
actually owned the same bike many years 
ago, so I carefully restored everything to 
like-new condition out of nostalgia. 

But now it's gone, and to make matters 
worse, my insurance company wants to 
pay me just $250 for tbe loss. What can 
I do? 

Thanks for your advice and assistance. 
Bereft in Berkeley 

DEAR BEREFT: !NSURJNG restored 
bikes can be a challenge. The 
total loss rules of most states 
only require the insurer to pay 

the book value of the motorcycle or car 
that is insured. 

Ordinarily that rule would be a good 
deal for the owner because the bluebook 
value that applies is"retail," the price 

for which the vehicle would be sold by a 
dealer. If the motorcycle was sold instead 
of crashed, it would be unlikely that the 
owner would receive full retail value in a 
private sale. 

Typically, the state regulations also 
require the insurer to include the appli
cable sales tax, in addition to the blue
book value, when calculating the amount 
that is due to you for the loss. 

Insurance companies assess your pre
mium cost based on the assumption that 
the motorcycle will be valued as stated in 
the published bluebook. If a motorcycle 
is restored and no longer fits that tem
plate, the owner will need to acquire an 
individualized policy that accounts for 
the upward deviation in value. 

In the future, to avoid a similar situ
ation, you will need to notify your agent 
of the restored value of the motorcycle 
and ask the agent to secure approval from 
the insurance company. The new assess
ment of value should be written into your 
actual policy Language. Otherwise the 
state regulation would revert it back to 
bluebook retail value. 

There may be a problem convincing 
the insurer that your suggested value is 
appropriate. If the insurer will not accept 
the increased value assessment for your 
insurance policy on the motorcycle, you 
will have to find another insurer if you 
want the increased protection. 

Regardless of whether your original 
insurer or another insurer agrees to the 
change, you should expect that your pre
mium payment for the insurance policy 
will also be adjusted upward to take 
into account the insurance company's 
increased exposure to the loss. 

- Harry 

Harry Deitzler is a partner in the law firm of 
Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee and Deitzler, PLLC; 
Charleston, WV. Send questions to: harry@ 
motorcyclejustice.com 

Please Note: The information in this column 
is intended for general purposes only and is 
notto be considered legal or professional ad
vice of any kind. You should seek advice that 
is specific to your problem before taking or 
refraining from any action and should not rely 
on the information in this column. 


