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Dear Harry, after 10 years of 
two-up touring with my sad
dlebags and top trunk totally 
stuffed, my wife and I have 

finally decided that it is time to add a 
trailer. Are there any legal concerns and 
insurance issues that we should address 
in the process? 

My friends who use trailers are hyper
sensitive to anything that sounds the 
slightest bit negative on this topic, so 
today 1'11 be: 

Sensible But Anonymous 

Dear SBA, you have raised an 
important issue. From a legal 
standpoint, there are safety, 
insurance, liability, and war

ranty concerns to consider. Safety in the 
legal context may depend upon the degree 
to which you apply well-established 
guidelines for use of a trailer with your 
motorcycle. The trailer's quality is also 
important: small tires or cheap bearings 
are an invitation to disaster. There are 
countless mechanical considerations that 
I do not have space to itemize, but remem
ber, the rider is ultimately responsible for 

safe instal/arion and operation. 
Insurance is the easiest question to 

address. Read your insurance policy lan
guage. Unless there is a specific exclusion 
of coverage when your motorcycle is used 
to tow a trailer, your "insuring agree
ment'' should provide the same selected 
liability and uninsured/underinsured cov
erage limits. For property damage, you 
may have to request your agent to add 
coverage for the trailer. My personal Pro
gressive motorcycle policy does nor have 
any exclusion of personal injury liability 
coverage related to the use of a trailer. 

Liability to others is a moving target. 
If you are involved in a crash while tow
ing a trailer, know that the attorney who 
represents any injured party will employ 
experts who will critically examine every 
possible effect that towing the trailer may 
have had upon the braking, cornering, or 
handling of the bike. These exper1s will 
testify that your use of a trailer contrib
uted to causation of the crash. On the 
other hand, your own attorney may employ 
experts who can testify that the handling 
characteristics of the bike were improved 
because of the trailer. 

Finally, your motorcycle's warranty 
might be negatively impacted by towing a 
trailer. My own BMW RJ200RT motorcy
cle warranty excludes "damage" from use 
of trailer hitches or the towing of trailers 
of any description. My H-D Road King 
manual says, "Do not pull a trailer with a 
matorcycle," and describes reasons for not 
doing so. The 2009 Honda GL/800 Gold 
Wing manual says, "Do not pull a trailer or 
sidecar with your motorcycle. This motor
cycle was not designed for these attach
ments, and their use can seriously impair 
your motorcycle's handling." 

Thanks for the great question-enjoy 
the ride. - Harry Deitzler 

Harry Oeitzleris a partner in the law firm of 
Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee and Oeitzler, PLLC; 
Charleston, WV. Send questions to: harry@ 
motorcyclejustice.com 

Please Note: The information in this column 
is intended for general purposes only and is 
notto be considered legal or professional ad
vice of any kind. You should seek advice that 
is specific to your problem before taking or 
refraining from any action and should not rely 
on the information in this column. 


