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Blind sided and Paralyzed; Driver Files for Bankruptcy 
car pulled in front of me from a 
parking lot. I have no memory of 
the crash because it knocked me 

unconscious. My girlfriend was in the car 
behind me and said a car on the side of 
the road blocked my view of the car that 
pulled out, and that I had no time to react 
before slamming Into the driver's door. 

I suffered six broken ribs, a collapsed 
lung and a broken back that left me 
paralyzed from the chest down.llost 
my job, the ability to walk or use the 
bathroom on my own. I cannot feel SO 
percent of my body and can never have 
children. The lady that caused the acci
dent filed for bankruptcy and her insur
ance company canceled her coverage 
two days before the accident. 

My father co-signed on the loan 
when I bought the motorcycle, but I for
got to get insurance coverage.! can no 
longer drive and must rely on disability 
checks. I have all the paperwork and an 

accident report that clearly shows the 
other driver at fault. What can I do? 

-S.Danie/s 

'!YPically, a lawsuit must be filed by 
your lawyer within two years (varies by 
state). When that litigation is initiated, 
the at-fault driver must produce docu
mentation of assets and debt, and the 
insurance company must disclose policy 
limits. 

If there is a claim that the insurance 
policy has been canceled, documenta
tion must be produced, and the can
cellation of insurance coverage can be 
challenged. Notwithstanding the bank
ruptcy filing, you might be able to secure 
adjudication of the debt against the 
at -fault driver and collect a share from 
whatever assets she has that are subject 
to the bankruptcy. 

Hopefully you can force reinstate
ment of the driver's insurance poll-
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cy, based on the company's failure to 
provide adequate notice of the can
cellation before the crash. If that effort 
succeeds, you can exempt the insurance 
claim from the bankruptcy and proceed 
against the insurance company to collect 
the available insurance policy liability 
coverage limit 

If the bankruptcy is dismissed, you 
can seek judgment against the driver 
and put an attachment on her wages. 
Also, although she may be able to file for 
bankruptcy to get out of paying some of 
her obligation, there may still be some 
level of assets within the bankruptcy 
from which you may collect. Addition
ally, in some states you can prevent the 
driver from getting her driver's license 
renewed until the judgment is paid. 
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