
Motorcycle Justice 

Dear Harry, I received a speeding 
ticket on my BMW Kl600GT 

..... while riding up the Pacific Coast 
Highway on my way from LA 

to Santa Monica. Problem is that I live in 
Lafayette, above San Francisco. Is there a 
way to move the case up to Contra Costa 
County? What can 1 do to minimize my 
loss without a re-run of my 400-mile sce
nic ride south? 

Thanks for any ideas that you can offer, 
Jim Flewelling 

Unfortunately.l am nor aware of 
any state that has a provision that 
requires the court o.f)urisdiction 
where the offense occurred to 

move your case ro a court nearer to your 
home. There are several reasons why that 
procedure is both impractical and unpal
atable to the local jurisdiction. 

First, there is the cost and inconve
nience to the officer and his/her depart
ment. If your trial is in Lafayette, either 
the city or county ofVentura (or the stare) 
will have to pay the officer's expenses to 
travel to your hearing. 

There is also the jurisdictional issue. 

Absent a state statute, a local court in 
Contra Costa County would not have 
jurisdiction. to hear chargesfor an offense 
that occurred in Ventura County. Ordi
narily there is no jurisdiction outside the 
county or city where the offense occurs. 

Usually, a change of venue only occurs 
after the charged individual appears and 
establishes that a fair trial cannot be 
received by him in the original county. 
But in that situation, you still do not get 
to choose the new venue for your trial. 

Typically the officer is writing the ticket 
based on a local speeding ordinance (city 
law) which provides revenue to the city 
or county that pays the o.fficer. That gov
erning body is not inclined to give up the 
revenue that will come from your ticket. 

You can appear and dispute the charges 
in court as scheduled on tlze ticket or sum
mons. Sometimes the officer will fail to 
appear (particularly if the officer assumes 
tlzat you will not show up because you live 
jive hours away). If that occurs, you can 
move to have the ticket dismissed. 

A lso, there is the slight possibility that 
you will prevail in your trial, or that the 
court or o.fficer will sympathize and agree 

to reduce the charge to a lesser offense 
that involves a smaller fine or elimination 
of points on your license. You never know 
until you ask. 

Since no crash was involved, there is 
no particular advantage to seeking a nolo 
contendere ("no contest") plea. But, it 
never hu11s to call the court in advance to 
see if there are any reduced plea options. 
Unfortunately, to pay the fine (forfeit 
the bail) is probably the least expensive 
choice. Usually you can do that by mail, 
without a personal appearance. Alterna
tively, you can hire a lawyer and likely get 
the same result. 

-Harry Deitzler 

Harry Deitzler is a partner in the law firm of 
Hill. Peterson, Carper, Bee and Deitzler, PLLC; 
Charleston, WV. Send questions to: harry@ 
motorcycle justice. com 

Please Note: The information in this column 
is intended for general purposes only and is 
not to be considered legal or professional ad
vice of any kind. You should seek advice that 
is specific 'to your problem before taking or 
refraining from any action and should not rely 
on the information in this column. 


