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Q: MY FRJENDS ANDi areon the road 
anytime when our day jobs per
mit. We are careful to stay at 
motorcycle-friendly motels where 

we can either park the bike directly out
side our room door or under the canopy 
near the sight line of the desk clerk. The 
four of us travel together and all of us are 
always watching out for one another's 
motorcycles on overnight trips. Up until 
now, that has worked quite well. 

Unfortunately, last month I made the 
mistake of leaving my laptop and camera 
in the locked hard cases of my Road King 
when we arrived later than usual one 
night. When I came out the following 
morning, the lock was broken and every
thing was gone. My motorcycle insurance 
company denied my claim for replace
ment of the computer and camera. Is 
that legal? 

Bummed Out in Ohio 

Dear B.O., typically neither motorcy
cle nor car insurance policies provide 
insurance to cover the theft of personal 
property from your bike or vehicle. That 
does not mean that the policy cannot law
fully provide such coverage-it just means 

that the insurance company usually 
chooses not to insure against personal 
property thefts from a vehicle. Questions 
regarding specific items are answered by 
a careful reading of the actual insurance 
policy. I am not aware of any state laws 
that mandate personal property theft 
coverage in an insurance policy. 

An insurance policy is a written con
tract between you and the company, and 
the policy language will tell you what is 
covered and what is not covered. Usually 
the contract describes what losses the 
insurance covers in one of the preliminary 
paragraphs. If personal property theft is 
not listed, it is not covered. In addition, 
there will be a list of things which might be 
otherwise included in the "coverage" sec
tion but that are specifically not covered 
by the policy. That section of the policy 
will be titled using the word "Exclusions" 
or some similar language. 

Although your motorcycle policy may 
not cover the theft, your homeowner 
insurance may provide you with reim
bursement. Again, you will need to look at 
the actual policy language to be sure. 
But often a homeowner policy provides 
coverage for thefts of your personal 

property, and it does not matter that 
the property was on your motorcycle, 
in your car, in your home, or in your 
suitcase on an airplane. 

With homeowner insurance, usually 
there is a deductible on theft claims. Also, 
sometimes there is an exclusion for valu
able property not specifically itemized 
(such as jeweby or collector's items). 

The insurance company recognizes the 
additional risk that it faces with regard 
to certain property that is easily stolen or 
hidden. For that reason an additional pre
mium (cost) is charged to the policyholder 
for coverage on such items. 

-Harty Deitzler 

Harry Deitzler is a partner in the law firm 
of Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee and Deitzler, 
PLLC; Charleston, WV. Send questions to: 
harry@motorcyclejustice.com 

Please Note: The information in this 
column is intended for general purposes 
only and is not to be considered legal or 
professional advice of any kind. You 
should seek advice that is specific to your 
problem before taking or refraining from 
any action and should not rely on the 
information in this column. 


