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Animal Encounters 
A friend was seriously injured when 
he struck a deer that darted in front 
of his motorcycle. Although his health 
insurance paid most of the medical 
bills, he will receive no compensation 
for the rest of the scars, suffering and 
lost wages. An attorney told him that 
because it was a deer instead of a 
cow, there is nothing further that he 
can do. Is it true that you will be better 
off hitting a cow instead of a deer? 

-CharlieJ. 

You are better off to hit a cow than a 
deer, except for the practical aspect that 
the cow is probably bigger and would 
most likely cause a lot more damage. 

Insurance purchased to cover yourself 
and your liability to others is called "first 
party" insurance. You have a contract 
under which you paid for specific bene
fits. There are only two parties to that con
tract, you and your insurance company. 

Regardless of which animal you strike 

with your motorcycle, health insurance 
should pick up a substantial portion of 
the medical bills. In addition, if you have 
medical payments coverage, which is 
offered by insurance companies in many 
states, it may help with your medical 
insurance deductibles and co payments. 
If you have collision or comprehensive 
coverage (depending on the language 
of your motorcycle insurance policy), 
repairs or replacement of the bike should 
be covered 

The difference arises with regard to 
third party insurance or fault Typically 
when we refer to "third party'' in an 
insurance context, we are not referencing 
the other driver who caused the crash 
as the third party. We are referencing the 
fact that you are a third party beneficiary 
to the insurance contract between that 
other person and his insurance compa
ny. The third party is the person or ben
eficiary beyond the original two parties 
to the insurance contract who may ulti-

mately benefit from the insurance policy. 
Getting back to deer versus cow. 

Animals are not going to have insurance 
coverage unless they are part of a herd 
managed and owned by a commercial 
farmer. Livestock is owned by someone 
responsible for the animal's actions and 
who probably has insurance to cover 
mistakes such as their animals wander
ing onto the highway. 

If livestock unavoidably causes a rider 
to crash, the owner who negligently 
allowed the animal on the highway 
bears some portion of fault and that 
owner's insurance may therefore pay the 
claim. Different laws apply in different 
states. Depending on where the incident 
occurs, a farmer may be liable for some, 
all or none of the damages suffered by 
the motorcyclist 
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