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I recently collided with a ve
hicle that made an illegal 
U-turn in front of me while 
I was trying to go around it. 

The driver had slowed on a two-lane road 
and pulled over to the shoulder. I thought 
he had vehicle trouble, so I maneuvered 
around him (crossing a double yellow 
line), but he then quickly made aU-turn, 
causing me to run into his left front fend
er at about 25 mph. I laid the bike down. 

I unwisely refused medical treatment 
as I didn't think my injuries were serious 
at the time. The patrol officer who arrived 
did not issue a citation to the other driver 
because "nobody went in an ambulance;' 
although he did indicate that a U -turn was 
not legal where it was performed. 

My insurance is attempting to subro
gate the other driver's insurance, but it is 
a long process. My bike was totaled, and I 
did end up going to the emergency room 
four hours after the accident, as I had a 
shoulder injury that was more serious 
than I originally thought. 

Though I should be fine, I had to take 
time off work, visit a physical therapist, 
and now I'm without a motorcycle. What 
options do I have to receive compensa-

tion for other money that I have spent, and 
inconvenience I have incurred? My insur
ance policy will pay me my full totaled 
motorcycle cost, less my deductible, and 
also reimbursed me for my motorcycle 
gear1 but that's it so far. 

-RickW 

The harms and losses that you 
suffered, including the inconve
nience, are the liability obliga
tion of the driver who caused 

you to crash. The failure of the officer to 
issue a citation is irrelevant to that claim 
Officers often elect not to issue citations 
for crashes that they did not witness. 

From what you have described, I doubt 
it would be worth the expense of employ
ing counsel to seek further reimburse
ment. If your claim is relatively small 
but significant enough to pursue, you 
may choose to proceed in small claims 
court without the assistance of an attor
ney. You will need to fill out a form, state 
your claim, pay the filing fee, and have 
the other driver served with the papers. 
He will submit an answer, and the court 
will set a date for both of you to appear 
and tell your sides of the story. At that 

point you will either win or lose. 
With regard to your own insurance, 

whether or not "the other money and 
inconvenience " is compensable will 
depend on the language in your policy. If 
your insurance contract includes text that 
provides for the additional compensation, 
you have a right to be paid. 

Your uninsuredlunderinsured motorist 
coverage might provide additional com
pensation, if the losses you described 
arose from the obligations of the driver 
who caused the loss. Uninsuredlunderin
sured coverage becomes applicable when 
the other driver either has no insurance 
or insufficient insurance. 

-Harry 

Harry Deitzler is a partner in the law firm 
of Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee and Deitzler, 
PLLC; Charleston, WV. Send questions to: 
motorcyclejustice.com 

Please Note: The information in this column 
is intended for general purposes only and is 
notto be considered legal or professional ad
vice of any kind. You should seek advice that 
is spec1fic to your problem before takmg or 
refraining from any action and should not rely 
on the information in this column. 


