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Crash With Emergency Vehicle 
y friends and I were riding 
leisurely on a four-lane divided 
highway, offset to allow appro

priate following distance. As we ap
proached an intersection with another 
four-lane road, the traffic light facing 
us had just turned green. We moved to 
the left lane to pass the cars stopped at 
the light In the right-hand lane. 

An ambulance suddenly appeared in 
the intersection, striking the first rider 
in our group, then stopping to totally 
block the previously open lane. The 
second rider was able to stop just a 
foot short of the ambulance. The rider 
behind me and I both crashed into the 
ambulance and suffered serious injury. 

At trial, the ambulance driver con
tended that he had his lights and siren 
on, and It was solely our responsibility 
to see him and stop. The jury found us 
to be at fault and we received nothing 

for our injuries. Is there no justice here? 
-Anonymous 

In every disputed crash case, the deci
sion of fault is left to the sole discretion of 
the jury. The ambulance driver testified 
that he entered the intersection on a red 
light only after looking both ways, with 
his emergency lights and siren activated. 

The laws of every state require other 
drivers to yield to emergency vehicles 
when they properly run lights and siren. 
Nevertheless, the courts of most states 
have acknowledged that an approaching 
driver cannot be expected to yield when 
there is no opportunity to see, hear or 
otherwise perceive the emergencyvehi
cle before it obstructs the path ahead 

In this case, the first rider probably 
had no chance to react, even if he had 
seen the ambulance before being struck, 
indicating the ambulance driver did not 

slow sufficiently before entering the in
tersection. As such, the first rider would 
likely have won his case, if it was not 
already settled before trial. 

Riders impacting the stopped am
bulance are a bit more challenging. Al
though you did not react effectively, the 
rider ahead of you did successfully stop. 
This creates an insurmountable burden 
to convince the jury that you could not 
also have avoided the collision. 

Because the law requires all drivers 
to yield to an emergency vehicle with 
activated lights and siren, and because 
the jury concluded that the ambulance 
driver was exercising due caution and 
following the law, there is likely nothing 
you can do to override the verdict. 
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