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Harry, in response to one of 
your columns, I wrote to my 
insurer (a big one, whose name 
everyone would know), asking 

whether my health insurance would cover 
me in the event of a motorcycle accident. 

The answer was that it would only 
cover the emergency room, no hospital 
stay, no convalescent expenses, no phys
ical therapy, etc. 

So I called an insurance broker to find 
a new insurer, and he told me that it was 
illegal for a medical insurance company 
to refuse to cover motorcycle related inju
ries (unless the accident happened while I 
was doing something illegal, like robbing 
a bank). 

I then informed my insurer of what the 
broker had said. Their answer this time 
was: "We apologize for the confusion, as 
your health insurance would cover any 
type of accidental injury whether it be in 
a car or motorcycle." 

I don't know whether this is behavior is 
illegal in states other than Nevada (where I 
live), but it might be a good idea for other 
riders to check. 

Sally Hess 

Sally, you raise two import
ant issues. First, what is, or is 
not, covered by your health or 
motorcycle insurance. Second, 

to what extent is health insurance coverage 
of motorcycle injuries mandatory by Law. 

Each of us should carefully read our 
health insurance policies. The policy is a 
contract that provides payment for speci
fied medical care and treatment in return 
for payments made by the insured person 
or that person's employer. It does not take 
an. attorney to read the policy and inter
pret the language. If you read your health 
insurance contract and .find an exclusion 
for injuries suffered while riding a motor
cycle, your question is answered. 

If your health insurance policy does 
not have a motorcycle exclusion or other 
general "activities of a hazardous nature" 
exclusion, you should be okay. 

But, while we are on that topic, check 
your motorcycle policy and be aware of 
coverage exclusions for racing, off-road 
riding, reckless operation, or whatever 
else might catch your attention. 

Notwithstanding the best efforts of our 
AMA (American Motorcyclist Associa-

tion), there is no federal Legislation that 
prohibits denial of coverage for motor
cycle injuries by health insurance com
panies. Neither the 1996 Health Insur
ance Portability and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA) nor the 2010 Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act (Affordable 
Care Act- ACA) mandate that private 
or employer health plans cover motor
cycle injuries. 

According to the AMA 's research, only 
Colorado prohibits health care coverage 
discrimination with regard to motorcy
cling (and other action-intensive recre
ational activities). 

Harry Deitzler 
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Please Note: The information in this column 
is intended for general purposes only and is 
notto be considered legal or professional ad
vice of any kind. You should seek advice that 
is specific to your problem before taking or 
refraining from any action and should not rely 
on the information in this column. 


