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Q 
FRED RAU'S DECEMBER 2012 col
umn, "Touring Peeves."brought 
up several points about how 
motorcyclists are often charged 

fees disproportionate to their impact. The 
one I'm writing about concerns the "com
mercial parking lot" that requires several 
bikes to be parked in the same parking 
space. Is this legal and enforceable? Aren't 
I paying for a full space in the lot regardless of 
my vehicle type? 

In the situation Fred described, if each 
bike parked in the full space they paid for, 
can the parking lot legally tow or "ticket" 
the bikes? 

Dennis Westbrook 
Mustang, OK 

Dennis, I should start by saying, "Life 
isn 'tfair"-never has been, never will be. 

I remember when my university economics 
professor gave me a C for my final grade 
when my test scores unquestionably added 
up to a B. I went to his office and pointed out 
his error. He agreed that he was wrong and 
that I deserved the higher grade. "So you'll 
change it," I asked? "Nope" was his reply. 
Two years later, when I applied for law 
school, that grade came within a gnat's butt 

of keeping me out of law school. But I digress. 
Getting back to the parking lot thing, the 

owner of the lot makes the rules and can 
break the rules. There is no legislative edict 
of which I am aware that prohibits the 
owner from double-parking motorcycles in 
parking spaces on a private or public park
ing lot. Alternatively, I have seen parking 
lots at which motorcycles get free parking 
(probably managed by someone who 
rides- rank has its privileges). 

As for the towing or tickets, that may be 
another matter. If the parking authority 
intends to tow or ticket, lawful enforcement 
of either plan would mandate that there be 
some sort of advance notice to the person 
who is aggrieved by the authority's action. 
Keep in mind, however, that the notice 
might be in fine print on the parking receipt 
or on a small sign that you did not see when 
you entered the lot. 

Don't forget the next level of risk/pun
ishment either. If you happen to park on 
someone' s private property, even if it 
looked public, in most states the owner can 
tow or remove your vehicle without giving 
any particular notice at all. This is partic
ularly true (and offensive) in college towns 
where tow-truck operators and property 

owners appear to have a profitable con
spiracy in place. 

The bottom line is that whether the prop
erty owner is right or wrong, it's a real 
pain in the butt if you come back to where 
your bike was and it's not there anymore. 
And usually it costs more than the amount 
that you recover when you seek legal retri
bution against the offender through the 
court system. 

Actually, Fred's plan might be best for 
the rest of us; occasionally let off steam 
about little annoyances, but be sure to enjoy 
the ride regardless. 

-Hany Deitzler 

Harry Deitzler is a partner in the law firm 
of Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee and Deitzler, 
PLLC; Charleston, WV. Send questions to: 
harry@motorcyclejustice.com 

Please Note: The information in this col
umn is intended for general purposes only 
and is not to be considered legal or profes
sional advice of any kind. You should seek 
advice that is specific to your problem 
before taking or refraining from any action 
and should not rely on the information in 
this column. 


