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Representing Oneself in Court 
Several friends have been ticketed for 
traffic offenses. After checking with 
local attorneys and researching penal
ties, it was quickly determined that the 
cost of legal representation would far 
exceed the fines. 

One friend was cited for riding with
out a motorcycle endorsement on.his 
license. Two were ticketed for speed
ing and one for crossing a double-yel
low line. Are there any options besides 
paying for an attorney or pleading 
guilty and paying the fines? 

-A Friend 

When electing not to pay a traffic cita
tion, there is little to lose by appearing in 
court and defending oneself, so long as 
you are courteous and truthful. 

Sometimes (though rarely), the of
fender is required to appear and enter 

a not guilty plea before a trial is sched
uled. Typically, a court appearance date 
will be on your ticket If in doubt, call the 
court clerk during business hours and 
confirm the time and place where you 
are expected to appear. 

If the court is in your community, 
you might visit when court is in session, 
before your hearing. You can watch the 
proceedings and get good ideas which 
approaches are successful. You will 
quickly learn what you should not do 
or say. 

On the date of your scheduled ap
pearance, you should dress as would be 
expected for a job interview. Essentially, 
your court appearance is an interview. 
The judge will be assessing you and 
your demeanor as a part of his or her 
evaluation of the merit of your position 
in the case. 

You will be asked to plea A plea of 
"not guilty" asserts your presumption of 
innocence until proven guilty, and that 
you are requesting the required proof be 
presented by the charging officer. 

If you show deference to the court 
through appropriate attire and courte
ously respectful demeanor, you have a 
much better chance of receiving favora
ble consideration. There is potential for 
a dismissal, alternative disposition or 
lower fine. 

This becomes more significant if the 
arresting officer does not show up. In 
that circumstance, you can ask the court 
to dismiss the charge instead of resched
uling your case for a later date. 

,, .... I is partner at Hill, Peterson, 

Carper, Bee and Oeitzler, PLLC. Submit 

questions at Motorcyclejustice.com 


