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Full Coverage 
s it true that if an insured person on 
a motorcycle is hit by a car driven by 
an uninsured motorist, the motor-

cyclist's insurance company will waive 
the deductible? ls that a blanket policy 
provision or is it at the discretion of the 
insurance company? 

-Paul Klein 

1 I no deductible 
applicable to your uninsured motorist 
coverage. The existence of a deductible 
(or no deductible) is determined by the 
insurance policy language rather than 
state law. When you purchase insur
ance for your motorcycle or your car, 
the insurance company and you have 
entered into a written contract (the 
insurance policy) that determines what 
you get for your money (and wheth~r or 
not you are out-of-pocket for a deducti
ble amount). 

People often tell me that they have 
"full coverage." They assume everything 
is covered. There is no such thing as "full 
coverage."Your policy lists the types of 
insurance you have purchased. Cov
erage is itemized and defined on the 
"declarations page." If you are unsure 
about your insurance, ask your agent to 
send you a copy of the insurance policy 
and check the declarations page that is 
included. 

Except in "no fault" states, the decla
rations page for your motorcycle (or oth
er vehicle) insurance will typically start 
with "liability to others" coverage. That 
pays someone else if it's your fault that 
the other person gets injured in a crash. 
Beyond liability coverage, you might 
also have medical payments coverage 
for your own medical bills arisingfrom 
a crash, regardless of who is at fault. You 
may also have comprehensive, calli-

sion, accessory, roadside, uninsured and 
underinsured coverage. The coverage 
titles are defined in the insurance policy 
language that follows the declarations 
page. 

There will be a dollar amount listed 
for each type of coverage itemized on 
the declarations page (to the extent 
applicable). If the loss that you suffer 
(or owe to others) is less than the cov
erage amount, the company pays only 
the amount of the loss-not the total 
coverage limit. But if the amount is 
more than the listed coverage limit, 
the number stated on the policy is the 
maximum that the insurance company 
will pay, regardless of the amount of 
the loss. There will also be a deductible 
amount listed if a deductible applies. 
The deductible is the amount you will 
have to pay out-of-pocket before the 
insurance money kicks in. 

Sometimes more than one type of 
coverage can apply under the policy, but 
you only get to collect once, regardless 
of which coverage is used to compen-
sate you for your loss. Some coverages 
have deductibles, some do not. Typically, 
uninsured motorist coverage does not 
include a deductible. If you get hit by an 
uninsured motorist, instead of paying 
for your bike under the collision coverage 
which usually includes a deductible, your 
insurance company should pay under the 
uninsured motorist coverage that has no 
deductible. 

-Harry Deitzler 

Note: This information is not to be con
sidered professional legal advice. 
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