
Motorcycle Justice 

I live in· Washington State, 
where I'm not required to have 
motorcycle insurance, and was 
ticketed traveling through Ore

gon, where they do require motorcycle 
insurance. Does Oregon have the legal 
authority to require non-residents to obtain 
motorcycle insurance before traveling 
through their state? And I'm sure I know 
the answer to this question, but is there 
any possibility that a "full coverage" auto 
insurance policy would cover me? And one 
more question: I had obtained motorcycle 
insurance before they had towed my bike to 
the impound. Would I have a foot to stand 
on in small claims court if I can prove that 
I had obtained the proper motorcycle insur
ance before the bike was actually towed? 

TD in Washington 

Dear TD: As you have cor
rectly surmised, every state 
has the authority to regulate 
the licensing and operation of 

motor vehicles within its boundaries. 
Oregon defines a motor vehicle as a 

vehicle that is self-propelled or designed 
for self-propulsion. Motorcycles are 

defined as a self-propelled vehicle other 
than a moped or farm tractor that has a 
seat or saddle for the rider, is designed to 
operate on the ground upon wheels, and 
is designed to travel with not more than 
three wheels in contact with the ground. 
Carrying this to a total extreme, a vehicle 
is defined as a device upon or by which any 
person or property may be transported or 
drawn on a public highway (but does not 
include a manufactured structure). 

The motor vehicle definition as related 
to motorcycles is pertinent because the 
mandatory insurance Law in Oregon 
makes it a criminal offense to operate a 
motor vehicle in Oregon on any highway 
or premises open to the public without a 
motor vehicle liability insurance policy 
that meets the specific requirements of 
Oregon law. The fact that you are not a 
resident of Oregon is irrelevant. 

There is no such thing as "full cover
age." Every type of loss insured is specifi
cally described in the insurance contract, 
including a description of what vehicle is 
insured If the coverage or the motorcycle is 
not listed, it is not insured. Note that if your 
vehicle is insured, most insurance contracts 

have a provision that provides at Least the 
required minimum amounts and types of 
coverage on the vehicle when the vehicle 
is driven in a state other than the state of 
the insured policyholder's residence. 

Your potential claim to recover the motor
cycle towing and impoundment costs based 
upon acqut&ition of insurance before the 
bike was towed is not likely to succeed You 
would need to establish that you provided 
timely proof of compliance and that the offi
cer's conduct was unreasonable. On top of 
that, it would probably entail more in court 
costs and legal fees than any amount that 
you might recover if you were successful. 

- Harry Deitzler 

Harry Deitzler is a partner in the law firm of 
Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee and Deitzler, PLLC; 
Charleston, WV. Send questions to: harry@ 
motorcyclejustice.com 

Please Note: The information in this column 
is intended for general purposes only and is 
not to be considered legal or professional ad
vice of any kind. You should seek advice that 
is specific to your problem before taking or 
refraining from any action and should not rely 
on the information in this column. 


