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: In your October column, you 
stress the need for high-level unin
sured and underinsured motorist 
coverage. Would you temper your 

strong advice in the case of someone with 
full Kaiser medical coverage? 

Jon Johnsen, JD 
Richmond, CA 

Good question Jon. The short answer 
would be, "No." Medical coverage only 
pays medical bills, and most people who 
read MCN are likely to have medical cov
erage at some level. Motorcycle and vehi
cle insurance covers far more than just 
medical bills. Also, virtually every health 
insurance plan has language requiring 
repayment of health insurance proceeds 
out of any recovery secured from the 
responsible party, sometimes before the 
injured party receives any portion of the 
proceeds (particularly with ERISA plans
although we often dispute such efforts). 

Uninsured Motorist/Underinsured 
Motorists (UMIUIM), like the liability 
coverage of the responsible driver or vehi
cle owner, provides compensation for the 
real damages that you could suffer in a 
motorcycle crash that are far beyond med-

ical bills. Those damages may include lost 
wages and loss of ability to ever work 
again in the future. If you have suffered 
loss of an arm or Leg, or permanent paral
ysis, the UM/UIM covers the compensa
tion that you deserve for that loss. What 
amount of compensation would you ask 
in return for your arm or leg? 

In situations of paralysis resulting/rom 
a crash, the victim will need far more than 
medical and rehab costs that may be cov
ered under an extended plan such as that 
which Kaiser offers. The permanently dis
abled rider may need in-home care for a 
lifetime, handicap accessible housing and 
transportation, and a host of other assis
tance that is not covered. The brain
injured crash victim may not be able to 
petform basic tasks, may be unable to 
Junction with regard to mem01y and deci
sions, may be devastatingly impacted in 
ability to control the body, and often suf
fers traumatic brain injury personality 
deficits that Lead to divorce and isolation. 

The catastrophicaLLy injured motorcy
clist may lose the ability to do virtually 
everything that he or she did prior to the 
crash. What about never riding a motor
cycle again, not being able to engage in 

any type of sport or recreation that 
involves physical activity, not being able 
to walk with or hold your children or 
grandchildren, not being able to cook a 
meal for yourself, or not being able to 
even engage in social conversation? None 
of these losses are covered to any appre
ciable degree by any health insurance 
plan, but all are compensable through 
UMJUIM coverage. 

Sorry to scare you, but riding involves 
risk. If you can, buy the coverage. Pur
chase at least as much UM!UIM cover
age as you purchase for Liability coverage. 

-Hany 

Harry Deitzler is a partner in the law firm 
of Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee and Deitzler, 
PLLC; Charleston. WV. Send questions to: 
harry@motorcyclejustice.com 

Please Note: The information in this 
column is intended for general purposes 
only and is not to be considered legal or 
professional advice of any kind. You 
should seek advice that is specific to your 
problem before taking or refraining from 
any action and should not rely on the 
information in this column. 


