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MR. DEITZLER, it seems to 
be a recurring issue in some 
local jurisdictions that riders 

--- get stopped and harassed for 
whatever excuse the officer can manufac
ture. How should I deal with a police offi
cer who stops me for what seems to be 
a very minor violation and subsequently 
threatens to arrest me? 

Name Withheld 

BEHAVE AND BE courteous. Officers 
have to put up with resistant indi
viduals almost every day. Making 

it an unpleasant experience for the offi
cer will make it even more unpleasant 
for you. Also, keep in mind that police 
officers have the right to respond with 
force to anything they interpret as a 
threat. If you make a fast move or reach 
for something that scares the officer, that 
officer will be forced to make a split-sec
ond decision as to whether or not deadly 
force is necessary. 

If placed under arrest, the only words 
that should come out of your mouth are, 
"Yes, sir" or "No, sir." Any arguments 
or debates about why the arrest is hap-

pening are best saved for the magistrate 
or the judge. Debating the officer's deci
sions during the arrest will only make the 
experience worse. 

If you are detained based on proba
ble cause that you may have commit
ted a crime, the officer has the right to 
search your person to ascertain whether 
you have a gun or other weapon. The 
officer can also search the areas where 
you can reach. The officer has no right to 
search your saddlebags or locked com
partments. Do not consent to a search of 
your motorcycle or any other area. 

If you are arrested, the officer does not 
have to inform you of your rights at that 
moment like you see on rv. However, if 
an officer is going to take a statement to 
use against you, he or she must advise 
you of your rights. When you are taken 
into custody, the police have the right to 
collect certain information about you, 
including your fingerprints, photo, and 
name. Refusing to cooperate only leads 
to more trouble. Beyond that, never talk 
to the police about the accusation against 
you or try to justify your actions. Peo
ple often state what they believe is the 

truth based on their present perception 
of an incident, only to later realize their 
statement was not correct when all the 
facts come to light. Any information freely 
offered can be used against you later. 

After arrest, you will be taken in front 
of a judicial official for arraignment. You 
will be informed of the charRes that you 
face. Listen carefully to the magistrate 
or judge, and plead not guilty. The plea 
can always be changed later, after you 
have spoken with your attorney. If you 
can afford an attorney, ask to call one 
as soon as possible. Otherwise, ask that 
an attorney be appointed to you during 
your arraignment. -Harry Deitzler 

Harry Deitzler is a partner in the law firm of 
Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee and Oeitzler, PLLC; 
Charleston, WV. Send questions to: harry@ 
motorcyclejustice.com 

Please Note: The information in this column 
is intended for general purposes only and is 
not to be considered legal or professional ad
vice of any kind. You should seek advice that 
is specific to your problem before taking or 
refraining from any action and should not rely 
on the information in this column. 


