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Q
: AROUND 1961, I received my 
first driver's license (New York 
State). I took the road test on a 
motorcycle, not in a car, and my 

license bad a stamped "Motorcycle Only" 
restriction on it. This was many years 
before NYS began requiring a specific 
motorcycle license- if you had a car 
license, you could legally operate a 
motorcycle, but not vice versa. In 1963, I 
took another road test, in a car, and had 
the restriction removed. When, many 
years later, NYS instituted the policy of 
needing to take a road test and acquire a 
separate motorcycle license. I never did 
that, since I felt that I had already done so 
when obtaining my original license. 

Yesterday I received a letter from the 
DMV indicating that their computers 
have figured out that I'm probably riding 
a bike without a motorcycle license. The 
letter suggested that I take another road 
test or an MSF course to obtain one. I am 
pretty sure that they have no record of my 
original motorcycle-only license, and 
neither do I. I have been riding for over 50 
years, which some might construe as 
demonstrating an ability to operate a 
motorcycle safely on public roads. 

My question is: Do I have any legal 
means available to have New York State 
issue me a motorcycle license without my 
having to actually take another road test 
or training course? 

Al Shelinsky 

That is hilarious, All !love it! I'd just 
make my best guess. In my case, I turned 
16 and was legal to drive in 1967, so I 
would be relatively certain that would be 
the year when I got my license. In West 
Virginia I don't remember if there was a 
separate motorcycle license then or not. 
My transportation was a Yamaha Twin Jet 
100 ( 1 OOcc two-stroke twin). As I recall, it 
cost $380 new. But what I really dreamed 
of owning was a Honda 305 Scrambler. 

But getting back to your question, I'd 
suggest just picking the most likely year 
and run with it. If they say it was a year 
earlier or a year later, the result is still 
the same. How about notifying them (in 
responsive correspondence) that you took 
your motorcycle road test in 1961? Tell 
them to check their records and make the 
correction on their computer. 

It would be interesting to see if they 
actually do have the paper files from 

1961. Of course, they probably do not, 
but it will be fun to shift the burden. 
from you to them by pointing out the fact 
of your original motorcycle License. 
They'll probably just delete the "alert" 
from their computer and quit bothering 
you, but on the other hand, you may get 
an interesting reply. Depending upon 
their reply, this might be a great story 
for your local newspaper. Also, be sure 
to insist that they not only correct their 
records, but also that they correct 
your license. Apologize for your over
sight in not bringing their error to their 
attention sooner. 

- Harry Deitzler 

Harry Deitzler is a partner in the law firm 
of Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee and Deitzler, 
PLLC; Charleston, WV. Send questions to: 
harry@motorcyclejustice.com 

Please Note: The information in this 
column is intended for general purposes 
only and is not to be considered legal or 
professional advice of any kind. You 
should seek advice that is specific to your 
problem before taking or refraining from 
any action and should not rely on the 
information in this column. 


