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Big Rig Encounter 

M
y son and I were riding in Ohio 
when a tractor-trailer pulled 
out from a road to our right. He 

braked after he saw us. Not knowing 
whether he would obstruct the entire 
lane, both my son and I braked hard. 

I was able to stop without incident, 
but my son crashed and was seriously 
injured. There was no contact with the 
truck. The driver was not cited, and his 
insurance will not pay. The truck driver 
could not have seen us before he began 
pulling out from the side road. What 
can we do? 

-Concerned father 

As soon as the motorcycles came into his 
line of sight, the trucker committed to 
stopping and traveled only a few feet into 
your lane. 

Although you had the right of way, it 
would be difficult to transfer fault to the 

truck driver when a jury would most 
likely conclude that he did everything 
a reasonable driver would be expected 
to do. He verified that nobody was in 
sight when he began to pull out and he 
stopped immediately when he saw you. 

Although you and your son had no 
way to know that the truck's forward mo
tion would stop before totally blocking 
your lane, you also conceded that the 
truck never blocked the lane in a manner 
that would have prevented your passage. 
Your emergency braking efforts were 
reasonable, and anyone in your position 
would likely have done the same thing. 

Unfortunately, in this situation, a mo
torcycle crash reconstructionistwould 
likely conclude that the primary cause 
of your son's injuries was partly because 
his bike did not have ABS brakes, but 
primarily because he did not apply the 
brakes correctly when faced with the 

potential obstacle in his path. 
Most crash reconstructionists would 

find fault with the rider and testify that 
the cause of the crash was the operator 
not being sufficiently experienced in 
proper braking technique. 

In a car, this braking failure would 
likely be described as premature wheel 
lock-up, although withABS brake tech
nology being standard in modem cars, 
it would be considered a vehicle defect, 
rather than driver error. Wheel lock-up in 
a car can cause the operator to lose con
trol, but typically will not flip or roll the 
vehicle, as it can on a motorcycle. 

Unfortunately for your son, there is 
nothing within the legal system that will 
shift fault to anyone else. 
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