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Insurance 
y old bike was showing Its age, 
so I bought a newer bike and 
added it to my insurance policy 

and the invoice went up a fair amount. 
I sold the old bike expecting my insur
ance cost would go back down. Sur
prisingly, when I tried to drop the older 
motorcycle, the insurance company 
wanted almost double the current rate. 

The customer service rep implied 
that I should not drop the old bike so 
my rate wouldn't go up, but I'm having 
second thoughts. Is there any finan
cial risk for me to carry insurance on 
a bike that I no longer own? Can law 
enforcement or Insurance companies 
search on the VIN and find my cover
age? Is it possible I could be liable for 
a claim on the old bike even though I 
no longer own it? 

-Scott 

Shop for another insurance company. 
The representative with whom you 
spoke does not sound reputable. I doubt 
there is anything specifically illegal about 
keeping the original insurance (covering 
both bikes instead of just the new one), 
but without a recorded statement from 
the company representative, they could 
accuse you of insurance fraud. 

The most important coverage is 
uninsured and underinsured motorist. 
Motorcyclists will be hurt worst in a 
crash and an at-fault driver will almost 
never have sufficient insurance to 
cover your losses. I have auto insurance 
through one company and motorcycle 
insurance through another, both sup 
plemented by my homeowner insur
ance umbrella coverage. 

There may not be a direct financial 
risk to carrying insurance on a motor
cycle that you no longer own, so long 
as the registration of the bike in the 
new owner's name is confirmed and 

the change of ownership is clear on 
the title. But, if the new owner decides 
to skip mandatory insurance, it could 
leave open a claim that you still own the 
motorcycle. Your policy on the bike may 
be discovered by an attorney who does 
an insurance coverage search in the 
event of a crash with injuries. 

Your signature claiming the bike 
as your own on the insurance policy 
would be tantamount to an admission 
of ownership. Even if you are in a state 
where the owner is not per se liable for 
harms and losses caused by the negli
gence of the vehicle operator, if there 
are grounds to contend that you should 
have surmised that the rider was unli
censed or not reasonably competent, a 
negligent entrustment claim could still 
place your assets at risk. 
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