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Across State Lines 
How does wording of laws differ be
tween states? If It's not specifically 
made illegal (e.g., for two vehicles to 
share lanes}, one could reason that a 
violation is not citable. Even though 
riders believe some actions are Ille
gal, could they be legal elsewhere due 
to lack of legislation? 

-Dave 

Helmet laws present straightforward 
legal restrictions. The Motorcycle Legal 
Foundation assessed that the practice 
of lane sharing is neither mentioned 
nor expressly prohibited in 13 states, 
but has been legislated as illegal in the 
other 37 states. California DMV states, 
"California law does not allow or pro
hibit motorcycles from passing other 
vehicles proceeding in the same direc
tion within the same lane, a practice 

often called lane splitting, lane sharing 
or filtering," which doesn't expressly 
legalize the practice. 

While the specific action may techni
cally not be illegal, a citation by an of
ficer in a state that does not specifically 
prohibit lane sharing would likely be 
for illegal lane usage, reckless driving, 
following too closely or other related 
violations. We can argue that an action 
that is not on the books is technically 
legal, but that doesn't mean the officer 
will agree. Regardless of there being an 
actual law for a specific offense, there 
is almost always a different law that an 
officer can use to justify the stop or a 
citation. 

Most motorcyclists try to avoid draw
ing the attention of law enforcement 
when riding. While national laws apply 
everywhere, the ongoing challenge is 

determining which state laws make 
us most visible when we ride between 
states. Noise ordinance and helmet 
law enforcement are likely the most 
common variables for stopping a mo
torcyclist, provided the bike has fully 
operational lighting. 

The best defense is avoidance of risk 
before the fact, instead of having to hire 
a lawyer after. Keep your bike in legal 
and functional order, don't ride in a 
manner that is offensive to other drivers 
and wear a DOT approved helmet tore
duce your risk of being pulled over any
where. For riders that don't mind risking 
a citation, you can always try to negoti
ate with the officer, or take it to court. 
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